
Lighting the Advent Candles 2014 

November 30 

First Sunday: The Candle of Promise 
 

Read: This morning we begin lighting our Advent candles, to count down the Sundays until 
Christmas. "Advent" means coming, and the Advent season is a time to renew our 
hearts as we prepare for the celebration of Jesus' coming to earth to be our Savior. 

 
We begin with the Candle of Promise. Through hundreds of years God had promised 
his people that he would send a deliverer Through those hundreds of years, Israel had 
waited, holding the promises close to their hearts. We lead now from the prophecies of 
Isaiah and Micah. 

 
 

Scripture Reading: 

Isaiah 7:13-14 
Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience 
of my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the 
increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David's throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  
 

Micah 5:2-5 
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."  
Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of 
his brothers return to join the Israelites.  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they will live securely, for then his 
greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  And he will be their peace.  When the Assyrian invades 
our land and marches through our fortresses, we will raise against him seven shepherds, even eight 
leaders of men. 
 
 

Lighting: The Candle Of Promise: (Candle lighters will light the first colored candle [toward the 
congregation away from the pulpit], then remain quietly at the center through the prayer.)                                      
 
 
 

Prayer:  God of Covenants, Your promises remain precious to us today, because they are never 
denied, but always fulfilled. And the most wonderful of all those promises came true 
when the Baby Savior and King, Jesus, came on that first Christmas. 

 
We come before You today somewhat tattered and torn by the disappointments of life; 
but secure in our faith that You are there for us in ways we do not even realize. Your 
promises do not fail. We thank You for being the stronghold of our lives and the 
salvation of our souls. In the reliable name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 



Lighting the Advent Candles 2014 

December 7 

Second Sunday: The Candle of Faith 
 

Read: On this second week of Advent we focus on faith – the faith of a young couple chosen 
by God for a history-changing task. Seldom does God break into the routine of young 
lives to ask for such total self-denial, such blind agreement to an uncharted course. We 
stand in awe of Mary and Joseph as they drop all hopes and dreams to listen to the 
plan of God for their future. 

 

Scripture Reading:  

Luke 1:26-38 
“In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to 
be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel 
went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." Mary was greatly 
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 
 
"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"  
 
The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth 
month. For nothing is impossible with God."  
 
"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left 
her.  

 

Matthew 1:18-25 
“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  
 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins."  
 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child 
and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"-which means, "God with us."  
 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home 
as his wife.  But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 
Jesus.  

 

Lighting: The Candle Of Faith: (Candle lighters will relight the first candle and add the second, [two 
candles nearest the congregation]; then remain quietly at the center through the prayer.) 



 

Prayer: God of our lives, we recognize Your right to break into our plans and dreams, and put 
us on a course of Your own choosing. But You know our hearts and our innermost 
thoughts, and our fear of taking great risks with the only life You have given us. We ask 
for faith to allow You to include our lives in Your larger plan of history. We ask for 
courage to walk in the way You design. We ask for assurance that Your will is our best 
choice our greatest fulfillment. In the name of our Savior, who gave all on our behalf we 
pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lighting the Advent Candles 2014 

 

December 14 

Third Sunday: The Candle of Peace 
 

Read: On this third week of Advent, we ponder God's promise of peace. We long for the 
peace that causes nations and families to "beat their swords into plowshares." We pray 
for the "Prince of Peace" to reconcile our sinful lives to a peaceful God. And we groan 
within our anxious minds for the "peace which passes all understanding." Climb now up 
the quiet hillside near Bethlehem and listen again to God's Christmas promise. 

 
 

Scripture Reading:  

Luke 2:8-20 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."  
 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,  
 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  
 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  
 

 

 

Lighting: The Candle Of Peace: (Candle lighters will relight the first two candles, and add the third 
candle [the two candles toward the congregation and the pink candle]; then remain quietly at the 
center through the prayer.) 
 
 

Prayer: God of our hearts and secret souls, we earnestly pray for peace today. From chaos, 
You can bring order. From enmity, You can bring friendship. From competition, You can 
bring cooperation. Come into our lives in an unexpected burst of glory this Christmas 
season, to overwhelm our humanity with "good tidings of great joy." Remind us that 
peace is available to those who seek You. Lift our motives from earth to heaven, and 
give us a vision of higher roads to walk. In the name of the Prince of Peace we pray, 
Amen. 
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December 21 

Fourth Sunday: The Candle of Salvation 
 

Read: On this fourth and last week of Advent, with Christmas almost upon us, we focus with 
gratitude on our salvation: "God and sinners reconciled." The curiosity of Christmas to 
the unbelieving world is that God would care enough to come to us in our need; and 
pay such an incredible price to straighten out the mess we have each made of our lives. 
Sadly, even a heaven full of angels does not convince many that it is so. Listen to the 
words from John's gospel. 

 
 

Scripture Reading:  

John 1:1-5, 10-14 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but 
the darkness has not understood it.  
 

John 1:10-14 
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 

John 3:16-18 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only 
Son.    
 
 

Lighting: The Candle Of Salvation: (Candle lighters will relight the first three candles and add the 
fourth candle, then remain quietly at the center through the prayer.) 
 
 

Prayer: Gracious God of our salvation, how can we thank You for Your perfect plan, carried out 
selflessly by Your Son, Jesus? What value must You place on us to give the very Son 
of Your heart for us? And, "how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?" 

 
Today we affirm our faith by saying again, "Jesus Christ is Lord of my life!" Today we 
join the angels to proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" Make us messengers of Your 
salvation to our world. We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus, Amen. 
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December 24 

Christmas Eve: The Christ Candle Of Praise 
 

Read: On this wonderful Christmas Eve our hearts almost burst with the joy of celebration, and 
our lips and overflow with praise. All that is dearest to us converges on this holiday: 
family love, festive gatherings, beautiful music and decorations, the priceless privilege 
of giving, and the knowledge that we are valued and redeemed by our Father in 
Heaven. "Every good and perfect gift is from above ... from the Father." So our hearts 
direct us heavenward to the One who deserves our Praise. 

 
 

Scripture Reading:  

Philippians 2:5-11 
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  
 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on 
a cross!  
 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Revelation 5:11-14 
“Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  In a 
loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and praise!"  
 
“Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that 
is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory 
and power, for ever and ever!"  
 
The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.  
 

 

Lighting: The Christ Candle Of Praise: (Candle lighters relight the four colored candles, and add 
the larger, white Christ Candle.) 
 
 

Prayer: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, we sing and shout Your praise today. With the hosts 
of heaven we say, "Worthy is the Lamb! Praise, and honor, and glory and power to 
Your Name for ever and ever! Amen," and Amen! 


